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WANNEROO 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [6.20 pm]: People know that I am a passionate 
advocate for Perth’s northern suburbs. It is a place that my family and I chose to make our home when we 
moved to this state. A lot of our friends live and work in Perth’s northern suburbs. I am extremely proud to be 
one of the representatives of Perth’s northern suburbs in the Western Australian Parliament. So when people 
denigrate or run down Perth’s northern suburbs, I instinctively want to defend this great place to live and work.  

Unfortunately, in this place yesterday, one of the people who represent Perth’s northern suburbs decided to run 
them down. Unfortunately, Hon Ken Travers described Wanneroo as having become a suburban “bleugh”. Apart 
from the fact that I do not know what that might mean, it was certainly a derogatory term. He also said that 
Wanneroo does not provide an opportunity for people to live, work and recreate. He suggested that areas such as 
Wanneroo had a complete lack of excitement, and he even used the word “depression” to define the region in 
Perth’s northern suburbs. 

I am not sure what other members of Parliament do in their spare time, but if they go up to Wanneroo, they will find 
that it is certainly not a suburban “bleugh”. It is a thriving community. The City of Wanneroo is one of Australia’s 
fastest growing areas. In 2013, there were 173 000 residents in the City of Wanneroo, but every single day between 
now and 2036, it is predicted that the City of Wanneroo will get 21 new residents—that is every single day. That 
represents 8 000 new residents a year for the next 20 years. People are voting with their feet. Young families, 
couples, singles and retirees are buying the new range of housing that is available in the new suburban estates that 
are opening up along the coast and inland in Wanneroo. The statement that it is not a place that gives people an 
opportunity to live is quite clearly not true. As I said, people are voting with their feet and they are voting with their 
mortgages, and they are making their own family home in this wonderful area to live. 

As to whether it is a great place to work, the latest figures show that 73 000 people were employed in Wanneroo 
in 2012 and there were 44 000 local jobs. The area provides 60 per cent of its employment needs internally, and, 
as we know, a lot of other people work in the neighbouring municipality of Joondalup. In 2012, there were 
11 700 businesses in areas such as construction, retail, manufacturing, and education and training, and they 
continue to grow. There are around 10 000 jobs just in the Wangara industrial estate. Because of the success of 
that industrial area, Enterprise Park and all the other areas that comprise the Wangara industrial estate, the 
Neerabup industrial area is now opening up. Meridian Park, which was one of the first industrial lots within the 
Neerabup industrial area, is already getting high-quality tenancies, which are providing more jobs. These 
two industrial estates have come about not by accident, but through strong work between the state government, 
LandCorp, the City of Wanneroo and industry in Perth that is setting up niche manufacturing jobs and other 
industrial jobs in this thriving heart of the Perth metropolitan area. That puts a lie to the fact that Wanneroo is not 
a good place to work. It is a fantastic place to work, and more and more people work in Wanneroo and that helps 
alleviate congestion. Not only are local people working there, but also people are driving against the peak-hour 
traffic in the morning to get to places such as Wangara and increasingly to places such as Neerabup, as well as to 
all the retail and commercial businesses there. There are also plenty of microbusinesses in Wanneroo. I am proud 
to be a member of the Wanneroo Business Association and I meet the committed local businesspeople, including 
many small business people who are setting up new businesses for the first time in Wanneroo. Again, they are 
voting with their feet and their own money. This is a great place not just to live, but to work as well. 

We of course know that Wanneroo has fantastic recreational facilities. It has nearly 2 000 hectares of public open 
space, around 3 000 hectares of conservation area, 25 000 hectares of regional parks and recreation reserves, 
16 000 hectares of state forest and, importantly, 32 kilometres of beautiful coastline. There are beaches, parks, 
forests and national parks. Yanchep National Park has some wonderful treasures, with the limestone caves and 
the like. There are BMX tracks and skate parks. There is the Kingsway Regional Sporting Complex. There are 
lots of recreational options for anyone who lives and works in that area. There are fantastic sporting teams, 
including, of course, the Butler Falcons, which I must always mention. If people do not know about the 
Butler Falcons, they should find out. It is an all-female, multicultural Australian Rules football club of young 
girls from various backgrounds, including refugee backgrounds. They are doing a wonderful job of not only 
playing sport, but also becoming true leaders in their communities. 

Wanneroo is not a backwater. Wanneroo is a thriving metropolitan community. It is a place that people are 
choosing to move to in droves. Businesses are choosing to do business there because it is a great place to do 
business. There are magnificent recreational opportunities. It is certainly not a suburban “bleugh”. This has not 
come about by accident. I commend the City of Wanneroo for the great job it does. The mayor, Tracey Roberts, 
and the CEO, Daniel Simms, and all the committed people in Wanneroo do a great job. The state government 
has made contributions over decades. Importantly, a lot of those contributions have been made on a cross-party 
basis. Whichever party has been in government, it has been committed to Wanneroo. No-one before has 
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described it as a “bleugh”. No-one before has tried to run it down and denigrate it. It is an absolute 
embarrassment that someone who purportedly represents that area should come into this place and run it down. 
Do not take the negative, nasty, retributive words of Hon Ken Travers. Anyone who wants to see how fantastic 
the City of Wanneroo is and how fantastic all of the areas in Wanneroo are should go up there; and, if they do 
not know where to go, they can ask me or one of the other members of the North Metropolitan Region—the 
Leader of the House, the Attorney General or Hon Liz Behjat—or they can ring the council or the mayor, 
Tracey Roberts, and we will show them. If people are seeking opportunities or if a business is looking to invest 
somewhere, that is the place to go. A young family, a retired person or a couple who are looking to buy a home 
should have a look at the opportunities in Wanneroo. It is a thriving community. It is a thriving suburban area. It 
is a fantastic place to live, it is a fantastic place to work and it is a fantastic place for families to recreate. 
I advocate it, and those people who want to run it down should hang their heads in shame. 
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